Pre Deployment Car Storage Check List

1. Start with whatever your soldier receives in the way of information from the unit leadership, which will vary from post to post and will take into account local arrangements and recommendations for storage that includes climate issues (storing in Alaska is much different than in Hawaii or Georgia). 

 

2. In general, if possible it seems that handing the car over to friends/family during deployments is always preferred so that the car can be run occasionally and maintained normally. If left with friends, family should have the good contact information about the friends and the location of the car. The remaining list items are assuming that the car is not going to be used during deployment.

 

3. A tip to save some money: If the car will be stored and not driven, notify the insurance company, which ought to be willing to drop collision and liability coverage and only maintain comprehensive insurance against damage, theft, etc., until your soldier returns (but don't forget to re-activate insurance upon return!).

 

4. Treat the car to a fresh wash, wax, and oil change before storing so as to best protect finish and engine. Add a fuel stabilizer to the gas tank and store late-model cars with gas tank on the low side so that you can add fresh fuel right away once vehicle is recovered. Late-model cars have a sealed fuel supply, so the old rule about storing with gas tank full so as to prevent water condensing in the tank apparently doesn't apply any more with newer vehicles.

 

5. For outside storage, front and back window sun shades will protect upholstery and help to moderate extreme temps. If possible (sometimes owner doesn't get to park the vehicle), close vents and (if car won't be run) cover exhaust pipe tip with heavy-duty baggie to prevent critters from setting up house. Most writers said to avoid car covers, which can trap moisture and cause abrasions by rubbing on paint.

 

6. Remember to remove valuables, CDs, and items sensitive to temperature extremes.

 

7. Most suggest disconnecting the battery if the auto isn't going to be run at all during storage. Car buffs recommend a trickle charger if you have the luxury of a private garage, but for most soldiers, a disconnected battery prevents it being slowly drained by the car's clock and computer.

 

8. One parent suggested storing the car with emergency brake disengaged, noting that her soldier was unable to release the brake upon return due to some kind of corrosion (again, this is the kind of thing that will depend upon whether your soldier is able to park the car or whether someone will do it for them).

 

9. Finally, contact PBS radio's auto talk show at www.cartalk.com if you have special questions or concerns. Check the car makers’ owners manual for any suggestions or tips that are recommended by the manufacturer and your own mechanic or dealer's service director may have useful input, suggestions and/or recommendations. 
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